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New Year's Day.
Of course Nature herself would

never have consented to having a new

year begin in the heart of winter.
It is inconsistent with all her methods.The new year in the natural
Avorld starts in spring with the an-'
nual recrudescence of the things that
grow; and some of the ancient Christianstook Easter Sunday as the be-!
ginning of tho year.
For all that this is the best season

for New Year's Day, and we can be
ihankful to Julius C.esar for put-1
tins' If where it is The mind of a .

man is not a plant that should llo;
dormant all winter; and in this time
of cold, of short days, of general
wishing for the return of spring,
something is needed to keep the1
modern human from letting himself
slump back to the hibernating habits
of the care man. I

If New Year's should be changed
to the first of May it would be celebratedin a religious way, but there
would be no other stimulus. The
physical world would be on the move

and no man would say that he was!
about to do better, for he would alreadybe doing what he considered
his best. But now, when all materialthings in this part of the earth
are in the grip of winter, man finds
it a pleasure to show himself that
he can produce springtime in his
brain by the mere exercise of senti-1
rnent and will. !

And so we have the making of
good resolutions and the casting up
of accounts. We put the disagreeablepart of the past into the dustbin
and tow that it never shall happen
again. We select the best of the past
and say that this year it will be improved.The cynics sneer at good
resolutions and say they are never

kept, but the world knows better.
Fvery voluntary good act is the re-1
suit of a good resolution made an in-
a'.ant, a day, a month or years before
its performance.
Oood resolutions are the very vital

force that in the last few weeks in
Washington lias compelled the lighteningof a largo part of the burden:

ior war. uoou resoiuuons art' in« i

keystones of peace and prosperity j
Innd happiness. And when wo Bit <!

down on New Year's Day and make 1
new good resolutions it is not be- c

i ause we are devoid of the old ones r

but because the progress of the race J
demands, more and more each year, c

higher power in the moral engine. \

Happy New Year.and speed up!

Music in 1921. r
c

Without doubt the most Important ,

incident in the history of the Metro-'
politan Opera House, and conse-

ouently the most Important Incident
in the history of music in 1021 in the
opinion of those who regard opera l
as the supreme elevation of musical, <

art, was the death of KjmtcoCaelso, «

It disarranged the whole plan on t
which the activities of the house had r

been carried forward for several! r

teasons. t
As regards new productions, the f

tecord of the year in music in singularlybarren, its incidents when immediatelypresent assumed a factitiousimportance which in the perspectiveof calm review* fades into
insignificance. No single grent compositionstands forth as the new ac-1
ouaintance of the year. It brought
forth opera singers but not operas.
"Don Carlos" had been revived at

the Metropolitan Just before the end
of 1920. "Louise" and "Krnani"

| found their way to its stage in 1921.
The distinguished novelties were

"The Polian Jew' and "Ernanl."
" Die W isdlre" was revived lately.

in Chicago opera pursued its uncertainway. struggling with the
usual financial difficulties, and In its
search after artistic salvation throwingthe burden of its problems on the
beautiful shoulders of Miss Mart
CIarves. But of far more influence
on the art of music was the widespreadorchestral activity of last

| year.
All orchestras vlstt New York frorr.

time to time, and in this rlty the
number of orchestral concerts given
in the year 1921 was considerably
greater than ever before. Hero
-g*«n tf ;,f -i ». n

rhe visit of Tqscanini with the s«ilalledI,a Scala Orchestra and the
irrlval of Mengulbebg to conduct
Lhe National Symphony Orchestra,
now absorbed by the Philharmonic,
will without doubt be remembered
and discussed by thousands of music
lovers who cannot recall a single
sew composition in any of their programs.So too in their recollections
if opera these music lovers will talk
lot of Korxooijd or even Vranr but
>f Jfritza and Citaliapis.
The only new things of the past
ear which really aroused comment
were the forthgivings of the young
Italian school, and already the comjositlonsof these brilliant lmpres-
(luiusis are yauug. yvuul dcciiicu av

Irst to be substance has been recoglizedas manner and In many initancesmere mannerism. In the
inal analysis, therefore, the salient
eature of 1921, so far as that year
:oncerns Americans, was the autumn
eturu of the Germans and their art.
Iiciiard Strauss easily proved himelfto be still the foremost composer
n the world, whilo Bachatjs, Eixy
>»*ey and others showed that German
efficiency was still a potent factor in
he domain of instrumental musical
lerforniance.

Congress in the New Year.
Whatever this new year may have

n store for the American people in
espect of natural activities like inlustryand business. Congress can
letermine a large measure of the
rnblic welfare by its attitude and acionon taxation.
A sound and reasonable tax system

s of more importance to the country
n dollars and cents than all the
noney that could be safely saved for
t by disarmament. It is of more imjortance,very much more, than the
nterest owed on our Treasury loans
;o foreign governments.of more importancein the long run than the
principal itself of that foreign debt.
It is of more importance than ouj;
jwn national debt and all the internationalproblems which it is our lot
:o share.
A sound and reasonable tax system

s essential to the welfare of the generalpublic, because the nation's iniustrialplants cannot provide the
vork and create the wealth upon
ivhich the happiness of the country

whan thov nrfl 1mnwlpH and
stalled by oppressive taxes. It is essentialto the ilnancial ease of the
lational Treasury Itself, which cannotdraw adequate revenues from
sources that are dried up by witheringtax methods. It is essential to
iur fullest cooperation in the workingout of the world's problems,
which require our financial bounty so

dependent upon our economic vigor
iml strength.
Congress will not hoe 'its row

In the work of industrial reconstruc;ionand business revival unless it
so changes the excessive income
surtaxes and so modifies all tax restrictionsas to stop driving capital
jut of active industrial lines, stop
rhloroforming incentive, Initiative
and expansion.stop hamstringing
:he wheel horses in the nation's fniustrialfour-in-hands.

If Congress will free the economic
machinery which is now partially or

wholly deadlocked by unscientific and
ndefensible tax measures it will
lelp enormously to start the country
in a new year of returning prospertyand growing happiness.
When the vicious and destructive

axes are wiped out it will cost less
o get out raw materials from the
oil, the mine and the forest. It will
ost less to haul them to tho mill and
actory, to turn them Into finished
products, to haul them In turn to the
listrlbuting markets and sell them.
iVhen it coats less to do all this nec

ssarywork it will cost less to eat, to
ent houses and to lire. And when
t costs less to live every worker can

lo tnore for himself and more for the
vorld.
New Year's greeting* to the United

Uates Congress, and may it do its
>art toward making this a prospermiaand happy New Year for the
ountry!

A Pinafore Revolutionist.
The English periodical Looking

?oncard invites us to look upon
Itutsnr, the jingling topsyturvydom
latirist, as the promoter of a post
Victorian social revolution. It is
ather a largo demand and the puliationtacitly admits it. "Few have
hought," it remarks, "that tho gray
fentlemnn with side whiskers and 'a
ittle place at Harrow,' the barrister
f. F. and property owner, was anyhingbut a supporter of thingB as

hey are."
Few Indeed, and were the Bab

lalb.dlst alive it is very certain that
le would not be among the few. To
his also Looking Foncnrrt assents,
-aylng that to On,Rr;KT himself, as

roll nr to others, his Hfe appeared to
the embodiment of comfortable

-onservattsm. None the less the astertlonIs made that Gtukrt, coniciotislyor unconsciously, was a revoutlonistand that "he did more to cut

iway the props of the old world, to

prepare the unthinking masses for
he change, than any who deliberitelypreached against established
>rder."
In support of this thesis the magissinecites chapter and verse from

nsny of the Gilbert and Sullivan librettos.tn "folanthe'' he bltlngly rid
icules the solemn ponderosities, and
corse, of the legal profession. Then
iame the turn of political office appointeeswith Sir .Tosrph Porter, K.
r P., beginning his qualiflcatlons for
rulershlp of the navy by "polishing
up the handle of the Mg front door."
fn "Patience" the military are hit

2 THE_ JS
military ignoramuses to high commands,a practice which in the Boer
war and even in the world war Englandhad cause to regret. The Gilberjtian Major-General sings:
"When I know what progress 4ias

heen made In modern gunnery.
When I know more of tactics than a

novice in a nunnery.
In short, when I've a smattering of

elemental strategy,
You'll say a better Major-General".&c.
In "The Sorcerer," in "Tho Mikado"

and in "Tho Gondoliers" Gubeet
shies a stone at those favorite targetsfor his ridicule, pride of birth,
dukes and the wholesale distribution
of titular nonors. Jriere we nave

Aline Sangazure in the 7,037th directdescent from Helen of Troy, and
Pooh Bah tracing his ancestry back
to "a primordial atomic globule."
And hitting at promiscuous distributionof honors, there is the picture of
an ideal state in which:
"Lord Chancellors v.-ere cheap as

sprats,
And Bishops in their shovel hate
"Were plentiful as tabby cats,
In point of fact, too many;
Ambassadors cropped up like hay,
Prime Ministers and such as they
Grew like asparagus 1*1 May,
And Dukes were three a penny."
It is wholly conceivable that the

stinging Gilbertian satire, carried on

the wings of Sullivan's fascinating
music, may have dono something towardimpregnating the British atmospherewith what Sir Leicester
Dedlock would have regarded as distinctlya Wat Tyler opening of the
floodgates of social dissolution. But,
granting that the Gilbertian ridicule
did help in toppling over that smug
Victorian priggery which Dickens
had undermined, the gap between
that feat and working a social revolutionis a wide one. If, indeed,
there has been such a revolution in
England, surely it is the great war,
far more than all of Gilbekt's shafts,
barbed with keen wit as they were,
that has wrought it.

America's Benefactions in 1921.
For a year of economic stress 1921

was remarkable for the number and
size of the donations and bequests to
educational and charitable institutionsand to works of public welfare.
The General Education Board alone
appropriated more than $7,682,000 to
colleges and universities, and it devotedto other purposes an amount
which brings its total appropriations
up to $28,i>61,000. The Carnegie Cor|
poration added to its benefactions
517 lfi!> DOft fipnnr.r- FV B \irrn ff.iVA

51,500,000 to Cornell University,
Edmund C. Converse left a valuable
contribution to the Metropolitan Museumof Art and $2,000,000 to hospitalsand colleges, and in the will of
Max O. bnf.itfnbacii distributing
$5,000,000 twenty-two of the flfty-flve
bequests were of either a charitable
or educational nature.

This country was not the sole benetlciaryof these bounties. The pressingand Immediate needs of other
lands were met, as were the cultural
and educational demands of countries
still suffering from the effects of the
world war. Tor the famine stricken
districts of Russia $20,000,000 was

appropriated by Congress to be expendedfor seed grain, corn, preserved
milk and other food supplies and for
the transportation of these supplies
to Russian ports. Earlier in the year
the nation generously responded to'
the call for food and clothing from;
the people of the war devastated1
legions of the Near East and from
the sufferers by the three groat Chinesefloods. It also sent $7,230,000 to
the relief of the famine stricken districtsof China. There were besides
some notable private benefactions
10 jnsiltuuoDB in loreign iuuuh,

CtBTFT.ANO H. Dodok gave $50,000 to
Robert College, Constantinople; John
Wanamakfr erected a building In
Moscow to aid the Young Men's Chrla'tlanAssociation In Its Russian worlt,
and the Rockefeller Foundation appropriated27,000,000 crowns for the
Institute of Health nt Prague and
in,000,000 for the University of
Brussels.
The year has also seen the completionof the Tekln Union Medical

College and Hospital, which was

built and equipped by the Rockefeller
Foundation, and Its dedication on

September 16. The beautiful memorial
quadrangle with the Harkness tower
at Yale, the gift to the university of
Mrs. STKrHr?f V. Hark.vesh of this
city, was opened early In the year.
The building to be used by the VisjIting Nurse Service and erected by
Mre. Jacor H. Scmrr as a memorial
to her husband Is Hearing comple-
l ion, as IB l iiw rin u /wKinurs nui|»n«i,

formed by the union of the HahnemannHospital and the Laura FranklinHospital, and built largely with
the help of funds collected in New
York city. The new home being built
for the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children, for which Mr.
and Mrs. At or;at HRCKsriir.n gave
$1,000,000, Is so well under way that
its occupation within a few months
'seems now certain. The project for
a great center of medical teaching
and research by the alliance of ColumbiaUniversity and the PresbyterianHospital, which had been for
some time under consideration, becamean actuality in the last summerthrough gifts of site, buildings
and endowments amounting to more
than $11,000,000.

Tlesides a bequest, by Mr. Co<m.R«r,
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art
this institution also benefited by an
art collection valued at $1,000,000
presented to It by Mwhakt, Dnrrcra.
The Brooklyn Institute of Arts and
Sciences was enriched by a gift of

10ft <ViQ frnm A A (Tot* _»
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The Cedars of Lebanon.
Tho cedars look from Lebanon, where

deep In cleft and cranny
For ages long their mighty roots have

pierced the nether gloom;
Afar below they see in flower the groves

of Zebadanl,
The grove* of Zebadanl with their

pink pomegranate bloom.

The cedars lean from Lebanon, their
boughs forever greening,

Whether the mountain winds breathe
low or shouts the streaming gale;

Long leagues beyond the plunging
slopes and levels intervening

They mark the riven portals and the
ah&ttorcd shrines of Baal.

IEW YORK HERALD,
the hospitals of the city either receivedgifts during the year or had
bequests made to them. One of the
most recent of these bequests was
that of $100,000 left by MIbb Helen
Cole to Roosevelt Hospital. A.
babron Hepbctb.v a few days ago announcedthe donation of $500,000 to
the Hepburn Hospital at Ogdensburg,
to which he had previously given
$400,000.
The contributions to colleges and

universities were usually designated
for special studies or departments.
Mr. Bakeb's gift to Cornell was to
be applied to a new chemical laboratory.Harvard received a contributionof $200,000 from a friend at Plymouth,Massachusetts, to be devoted
to the investigation of the origin and
cure of cancer, and a gift from the
Rockefeller Foundation of $l,78i>,000
for the establishment of a school of
public health. Columbia University received$2,000,000 from the same foundationfor its medical department.
Both the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Wellesley College receivedlarge bequests under the will
of Francis A. Foster. Three uuuiibersof the faculty of the University
of Pennsylvania donated $500,000 In
cash and equipment to a dermatologicalresearch laboratory. The
Teachers College received two donations,one from Felix M. Warburo
to found a chair of civic education,
another from Mrs. H. H. Jenkins for
the endowment of a department of
nursing. The General Education
Board gave to colleges and universities$18,205,000 for teachers' salaries
and $271,210 for cooperation with
State universities and State departmentsof education in Southern
States in the field of secondary and
rural education. It expended $143,000for educational surveys and
$1,134,700 on colleges and training
schools for the negro.
The total of the benefactions of

the year is less, no doubt, than that
of 1920, when the Rockefeller gifts
aggregated $474,000,000 and the bequestsof Henry C. Frick, estimated
at that time at $00,000,000, were announced,and when more than $18,000,000was distributed by the will of
George Eastman of Rochester. The
year 1914, when the total gifts of
Americans amounted to $315,000,000,
was another remarkable year in the
philanthropic annals of this country.
One of the characteristics of the gifts
and bequests of 1921 was the great
number of beneficiaries to whom they
fell. The benefactions, a man versed
in charitable afTairs said, were more

diversified than is usually the case:
charitable persons made donations to
many institutions Instead of confiningthemselves to one or two. while In
wills property was often bequeathed
to as many as thirty or forty different
Institutions.
The amount of the unrecorded

benefactions was perhaps as great as

In any past year. One of the best
evidences of thlB was the generous
outpouring of glftB all over the United
States to bring comfort and help to
the poor and to the unemployed duringthe holiday season. America In
1921 rcspondod to the charitable demandsmade upon her as she has
always responded, hard times or no

hard times, with open handed generosityand liberality.

Suffering in the Coal Fields.
Elsewhere and conspicuously on

this page Tur, New York Herald
prints to-day two telegrams, one
from an official of the United Mine
Workers of America, the other from
a Pennsylvania mlno operator, concerningthe causes of the distress
which now exists among coal miners
of central Pennsylvania.
This correspondence completely Illuminatesthe situation and bo clearly

reveals the attitude of union politicianand operator that It requires
no exposition here.
The situation In the coal Industry

Is exactly the same an the situation
In every Industry In which labor
union politicians have attempted to
force from employers extortionate
wanes in a time of diminishing demandfor their products.
The lamentable Buffering In the

coal region Is the consequence of
blind folly which tried with trade
union dictation to control business
readjustment.

Those who bemoaned the dryness of
New Tear's at midnight may rejoice
over It when they wake up to-day
with clear heads.

Through the arrest of two men and
* woman It became known yesterday
for the first llmo that $1,400,000 was
ctolon from the registered mall be|tween Now York and Washington In
luly of last year. The news that the
stolen valuables are In a fair way
to be recovered will reconcile the pub!lie to the concealment of the news
of the robbery.
Card Index to prevent bigamy In the

Oi uil*..fOWO^W/J/^r fl'

Lives there a men with memory no
dead that ho falls to recoil a living
wife?

Ten midget actors In n taxi, and the
press agent on the Job too, constitute
a happy New Tear party.

Why Can't We Have If All the Tear!
This time of hope and Christmas cheer.
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

Why can't we have It all the year?
Why can't we live the now way then?

Why can't we keep the torch alight,
Enkindled at the Christmas fire.

Which, though a gas log, burneth bright
In every home And each desire?

Why can't we live, as live we muat.
And love a little by the way.

And give of courage, faKh and trust.
As almost all do Christmas day?

This time of smiles In home and mart.
This time of kindness, goodness, cheer,

This time of warmth In every heart.
Why onn'f we have It all the yearf

The cedars lift on Lebanon their boles
that are aa hoary

As are the giant temple stones that
Solomon tJuilt upon

When In Jerusalem he reigned, empanopllodIn glory.
And when the Queen of Sheba came

from kingdoms of the sun,

The cedars tower on Lebanon above the
gaping valleyo

And through the wastes of centuries
have ceased not to aspire,

Since from their piers of harborage
swept forth the fleet oared galleys,

And watchmen on the wall cried hall
to Hiram, King of Tyre.

The cedars now on Lebanon with dominantpersistence
Have held their lonely eyrie though

their kin were sacrificed.
Their dearest memory being this.

across the purplo distance
They viewed the wonder of the star

that told the birth of Christ.
Clinton Scollard.

Warning to the Charitable.
Demand Credentials From Solicitor*

for Russian Relief.
To Tub New York Herai,d: Will you

kindly give tills latter publicity through
your columns, as it concerns your readersvery much and may prevent the misappropriationof much material and
money that should go to the relief of
the starving Russians?
Readers are urged to give no money

or material to unauthorized representativesor to persons who cannot glvo a

legitimate receipt. Any activities that
are being run under the name of the
Friends of Soviet Russia must be approvedIn writing by the local secretary.
An enormous number of clothing

pledges have been received by this organization.Contributors are asked to

hold bundle# for the next week or two.

They will be collected as fast as the

trucks can be sent out.
Bert Miller,

Ix>ral Secretary Friends of Soviet Russia.
Hew York, December 31.

A Service Man Protests.
Trick Employed by Detected Criminalsto Obtain Sympathy.
To Tub New York IIbrald: Please

accept the thanks of one of a body of
real Americans for your editorial articlo
entitled "A Dead Robber's Record."
The records show that the suspended

sentences aro reaching an alarming!
number. A man 13 arrested for a hold-
up, is let out on $3,o00 ball and does
the same trick again while he Is wait-j
!ng to bo tried, ft Is very nearly time
that no ball should be allowed any
holdup man.
There Is another matter I would like

wAi.t* attantlnn Anv man U'llft

gets In trouble these days cries "Serviceman!" If the police, tho people
and the reporters would Investigate they
would find In many cases that the accusedwas never In the nrmy or the
navy. The mere fact that a man wears
a bronae or silver service button does
not mean anything, as anybody can buy
all he wants for 25 cents each. Before
classing these criminals as service men

why not make them show an honorable
discharge? This would help the man

who was really In the service.
A Former Tanker.

New Tosk, December 31.

Again the Three Hs.
I
Mr. Hoover Repenting At Washing*

ton His College Experience.
To The New York IIerai.d: Twentysevensnd twenty-eight years ago. when

we were students together at Stanford
TTnlverslty, the non-fraternity element
In campus politics was led by the three
Us.Hinsdale, Hoover, Hicks. Hinsdale,now a lawyer at Sacramento, Col.,
was president of the student body;
Hoover, now Secretary of Commerce In
Washington, was the student body treasurer;Hlclcs, now a lawyer at Rockfleld.III., was football manager.

It la an Interesting literal coincidence
that to-day at Washington three not
Inconspicuous Cabinet members are the
three lis again.Hughes, Secretary of
State; Hoover, Secretary of Commerce;
Hay*, Postmaster-General: Hoover again
sandwiched between two lawyers!
In the old undergraduate days Hoover

never liad much use for the fraternal or

social element. In a little more than a

decade after his irraduatlon he Rave
$10,000 eaah toward founding: on the
Stanford campus a building to h<* used
an a common meeting place for unclassifiedalumni and undergraduates,
and nine years ago he was elected one
of the fifteen trustees of Stanford nnd
last year ho gave his alma mater a collectionof wartime documents from
many European countries altogether
easily valued at $S0,000.

AncHtw Ptcr.
N*sw Tom*, December 31.

Two Great Discoveries.
Invention of the Bronx Cor*faII nnd

the CInb Sandwich.
To Tin Nrw York Hrrauj: In tell
g of the sale of a former saloon at

j .#? Brook avenue. The Bronx, you re

rdedthat It "Is mid to be the place
< here the first Bronx cocktail was

mixed." Other newspapers printed the
sme statement, adding that "Billy Gibson'sCrlterton restaurant also claims
that distinction."
What I desire to know definitely and

accurately If possible Is the location of
the saloon where the first Bronx cocktailwas really mixed. By way of paymentI give In return the birthplace of
the club eandwlch. It was at the PennsylvaniaClub at Long Branch, when
it was a gilded palace of chance, that
the delectable combination of sliced
chicken, bacon, lettuce end mayonnaise
had Ita origin. A. M. 8.
Naw York, December 11.

The Unknown Tver.

Of all fihe years that feught and bled.
Of all the yeana that new are dead.
We wonder If there could be Shewn
A year thst died fer us unknown?

u^. w.

, 1922.

Distress in th
Illuminating Correspondent

Official and

Copy of telegram from John Brophy, presidentDistrict No. 2, United Mine Workers
of America, to T. U. Walkins, president
Pennsylvania Coal and Coke Corporation,
Creseon, Pa., dated Clearfield, Pa., December17, 1921.
In spite of the fact that your company

are signatories to a contract which has
until March si, 1922, to run, for the last
several months you have been making
veiled and open attempts to bring about
the breaking of the contract Your
agents are now openly working to Induce
miners to sign papers requesting a returnto tho 1917 rates, a clear evldenco
of bad faith and an unwillingness to
carry out your contractual obligations.
You must Know that reducing wages

is not the solution for the present stagnationof business. Slack work is not
a local condition. It Is nationwide, and
union and non-union fields alike are affected.A lower wage in union fields Is
not going to create a demand for coal;
It will only force a still further reductionin the non-union Acids and wages
and living conditions to a still lower
level.

Your bad faith is further evidenced
Dy me acuon or your company ana

others In arranging to shut down certain
mines at the holiday season In an effort
to break the spirit of the miners ana
Induce them to accept work at lower
rates and on a non-union basis. And
now at Amsbry, Pa., you have served five
days' evietk) 1 notices on five families
whose only offense Is that the bread
winners are local officers In the miners
union and resist your efforts to force
them to accept lower wages.

With winter upon us, with no ether
or v available, during the Christmas

a Ave days' eviction notice Is
nothing short of Inhuman. The United
Mini. ".Vi i-;.crs insist on your complying
witli tli'- provisions of the Joint agreementand upon fair treatment of employees.If argument will not prevail,
we shall use every means In our power
to compel your observance of your obligationsunder the contract. We await
your answer. John Bropht.

Copy of reply to the above telegram nent
to President Brophy by T. U. TVoffctns,
dated December 19, 1921.
Your telegram of December 17 relativeto our policies would not warrant

a reply if It was not so evidently anotherattempt on your part to fasten
your union's absurd and pauperizing
wage policy on the workers of this district.
You are now seeking an opportunity

to appeal through prejudice and fear
since you have no longer an appeal to
reason. The responsibility for the terriblesituation Into which District No. 2
has been drawn is being placed by all
thinking men where It belongs, and that
Is on the Ignorant and stubborn policies
of the district and the national olflclcls
of the United Mine Workers of America.
You had notice ntno months ago from

me and my associates of the depths of
misery Into which you could drag centralPennsylvania unless you met us and
made a reasonable modification of our

present wage scale. Instead of meeting

Harbor lee.
The harbor shores appear as sullen leas
From which the Ice fields stretch to

dlstanco gray;
The channel's churned by craft from

polar seas,
Who creep. Ice covered, through the

lower bay.
Far off a faint exhaust marks luckless

ship.
Held by the ley fetters of the tldo;

Untiring tugs essay to break the grip,
With straining hawsers over stern and

Bide.

We hear the lonely railing of the crows,
O'er deep mldchnnnel where the floes

drift down;
Then wheels the wintry day to Its swift

close.
And dusk starred by the far lights of

the town.
TnoM.ts J. Murray.

Gravestone Philosophy.
The Boston Epltnph Matched by One

In Berks t'onnty, Pennsylvania.
To Th* Nkw York Hrrald: The

Boston epitaph described by "C. P. H."
recalls that a similar epitaph of the
date of 1851 Is to be found in a private
burial ground In Oley township, Berks
county, nine miles east of the city of
Reading, In the country settled by the
Lincoln.*, who camo from New England,
and within one mile of the birthplace of
Daniel Boone, the Kentucky pioneer, who
was born In Exeter township, Berks
county, adjoining Oley, October 22,
1783. Tills epitaph reads as follows:

Stop, stranger, as you pass by.
As you are now, so ones waa I.
As 1 am now. so you must be:
f'rspare for death, and follow me.

It Is strange that the same thought
that struck the Harvard student should
have actuated the stroller who came

ncroas the epitaph In this lonely Oley
cravevsrd. for beneath It noma years
ago were scrawled the lines:

To follow yon I'll not consent;
Until I know which way you went.

It wilt be observed that the lines
added to each epitaph are almost ldentl|
eal. those of the Boston grave reading:

To follow yon I'm not content
Until I know which way yon went.

The Boston epitaph la also somewhat
different from thot of the seventy-yearoldcouplet on the sandstone marker In

the Oley graveyard, the last two lines
reading, according to your Jersey city
correspondent:

As I am now so you most he;
So be eontent and follow me.

The graveyard In Oley township, like

many others not In eharge of regular
caretakers, Is In a neglected and dilapidatedcondition, overrun with weeds,
sumac, and poison Ivy. The graves are

sunken and the markers slanting nnd
otherwise Irregular and some of them
broken. Years ago on many of the
farms In eastern Pennsylvania were to

be found private burial grounds, some

of which were later plowed under after
the graves had been opened end the remainsdisinterred and tr»t,sferred to

regularly kept cemeteries.
Ctrijs T. To*,

Secretary of the Historical Society of
Berks County.

Rhapwo, Pa., December 10.

The Search for Orchids.
Eypftialrp Hobby Fnl! of Peril and

Unerrtafatj.
CkKeteaaer Secfc In IbifTj/ Wall.
Of all the hobbles hit by the wsr few

suffered more severely than the oult of
the orchid. It wm not merely that the
collector* who are always roaming the
tsenvr awnmiva of the tropica found

e Coal Fields
:e Between a Miners Union
an Operator.
ue you arrogantly refused even to discussa situation which was as vital to
the men you pretend to represent as It
was to us. We and they together are

reaping the result of your folly.
Instead of heeding our warning you

havo deliberately concealed from your
member® the fact that more than 70 per
cent, of a normal weekly production of
soft coal has been mined during this
entire year In the United States.
You have deliberately blinded them to

tho fart that they could havo had their
full share of the nation's business this
year and next year by accepting a moderatewago reduction.
We have lost 6,000,000 tons of our

business this year to the non-union
fields in addition to the amount lost on
account of tho general depression.

Un'ees a Auction Is secured within
(Ml.,, .1.,.. I .m ./ii. .Via* irzi.i tisii.

condemned the men In this field to
fifteen more rponths of the worst privationthe district has ever known. Our
only chance to secure orders and work
for them lies between now and March
81, yrtien the sales contract season closes
for the succeeding year.

It is a pity you have no conceptlorTof
tho present situation and know so little
of how coal Is marketed. You allude
to five families In Amsbry who have
been asked to vacate our houses. No
tenant of any of our dwellings has ever
been or ever will be removed under the
circumstances which you so unscrupulouslypicture. On the other hand, no

tenant who persistently connects himself
with an illegal traffic In liquor or Interfereswith the peaceful or social pursuitsof his neighbors will be tolerated
for long In our dwellings or employed by
tlffe company.

I am glad to say that we are now
able at least to shelter, rent free, In our
houses several hundred families deprivedof work by the rule or ruin
tactics of your organisation. They cannotbuy necessaries with war time wage
rates. I have been fighting for nine
months to get them pay envelopes. This
company has observed every rate and
condition of the contract to which you
refer despite the many times It has been
broken by union loaders and committees.

I*ast week I notified our people at
twenty of our idle mines that I had exhaustedevery effort to secure orders for
them at the present scale and had abandonedall hope of starting work again
until a reduction In wages was agreed
to. They were entitled to know this
so they could decide how and where they
would live next year.

I now notify them If any of the men

at our idle mines come to me and ask
for work at reduced rates, which becauseof the reduced cost of necessities
permit them to maintain the accustomed
standard of living, that then I will do
everything In my power to secure orders
for lhem and lieln them all I can. which
Is more than you ore doing. In view
of the tone of your telegram and the
threats made against me and my company,I do not care to receive any furthercommunication from you.

T. H. Wat-kins.

something else to do but also that the
coal famine forced scores of private collectorsto close their orohld houses.
Now the orchid Is coming back to Its

own; collectors are again Invading the
forests of the Amazon and the Jungles at
the base of the Himalayas, and the most
wonderful of flowers le regaining all Its
former popularity.
New varieties of orchids are prodv.ceu

from seed by means of cross fertilize
tlon, a process both tedious and difficult.
Some varieties have defied the collectorIn this respect, but It has recently

been discovered that the services of a

certain microscopic fungus are necessary
to aid In the fertilization. It Is a discoveryof which little Is known at presentexcept to the experts, but one which,
I am assured. Is of considerable commercialImportance.
Ono of the greatest of English orchid

collectors wsa Alderman Bolton, exLordMayor of Liverpool, whose death
was recently announced. Before the war
he had In his houses as many as 100,000
specimens of orchids at one time, and
hla collectors went all over the tropics
In search of new apeclmens.
The story of ths search for orchids Is

full of romance. The finest specimens
grow In fever swamps, where a white
man can hardly live for more than a few
claya at a time. They are round near

the topa of giant treea, and for every
three orchlda brought to England It la
estimated that one forest monarch must
have been felled.
An orchid hunter searching through

the wilds of New Guinea discovered a
brand new vnrlety growing In a native
cemetery. But It was as much a« his
life was worth to trespass there, and the
only way In which he could win permissionwas by a huge bribe of glass beads
offered to the chief.

Another orchid hunter, M. Hswelin,
seeking rarities In Madagascar, found
that his only^tosslble life Insurance was
to become blood brother to a native
chieftain. Incidentally this process Involvedthe risk If the blood brother
died of the other having to marry the
dead man's wife and take charge of his
entire family.
To And the plants la one thing; to

carry them another. The plants are

wired to atlcks nnd packed In boxes to
be carried to the coast. The worst risk
comes when the precious cargo Itns
been put abosrd nhlp. If stowed t«>
near the boilers or exposed to sunlight
or If not provided with sufficient air
every plant will probably die.
Nor do the plants fetch as much In

the wholesale market as might be expectedunless definitely known to be
rarities. The price, for Instance, jt
the beautiful Odontoglossum crlspum,
which comes from New Granada, Is only
about £80 a thousand.
The value of this orchid depends entirelyupon the markings on Its petals.

While a common white crlspum Is worth
n«a__ ^_ i._ i.. »

n amiiiiiK 01 iwu uniy, nn ir.urn an SOU
guineas beg been paid' for a plant with
elaborately marked flower*.

The Light neart7
In the morning *

I am einging and prayer,
Lifted to You
On the wings of the air.

When the night stoops,
I fling open my blind.

I am a prayer
On the lips of the wind.

t am of earth
And my sou! la a faun,

After day comes
And before It Is gone.

I am of You
At the dawn and the night.

Rising on wings
That are aplrlt and light.

Abioatt. w. CacaaoK.

t

'The Old Arm Chair."
Eliza Cook Wrote the Song In Eng. ,

land Eighty Years Ago.
To Tub New York Herald: The nine

line letter you printed about "The Old
Arm Chair" bristles with error. Your
correspondent says "I brought the
song to this country from England In
1879 or 1880." The fact is, there were
twenty-one editions of the words and
music of "The Old Arm Chair" up to i
the year 1840, and it was copyrighted in f
Washington, D. ., by Georgo P. Reed,
17 Tremont row, Boston.
He further says that "the song vu

written by John Read, chairman of a
music hall In Eondon," unaware that
Eliza Cook, an English poet, wrote the
poem in 1833, that It was set to music
by the famous Henry Russell and is
still, upward of eighty years afterward, i
a popular ballad. As the author of this
poem Eliza Cook's name, it is said, was I
for a generation after 1838 a household
word both In England and America.
Russell composed nearly 800 songs. Including"I'm Afloat" and "Cheer, Boys,
Cheer." .

In England as a schoolboy "The O'd
Arm Chair" was familiar to me. I often
heard It sung In the fifth and sixth decadesof the nineteenth century.

B. B. Vallentjnb. i
New York, December 81.

TtnwA Wanthnlifa flAtlir
i/uiu »i nuiwviu a uvug«

To Tub New York Herald: I agree
with Mr. Harding that Dave Wambold
never sang 'The Old Arm Chair." Mr.
Wambold may have sung a very old
song In which appear the words:
I love It, I love It, and who shall dare
To chide me for loving that old arm chatrT
This latter song was revived 1n

Charles H. Hoyt's farce comedy "A
Brass Monkey" many years after Wamboldhad retired from public life.

John H. Jambs.
New York, December 31.

A Great Ballad Singer.
To The New York Herald: Dave

Wambold was great as a ballad, singer.
He did not depend on the usual songs
that are popular for a time only. His
voice was so taking with his audiences
that requests were often made for special »'
songs. Usually the requests were for
old time sentimental songs. I have I
heard him sing by request "Comln ,1
Through the Rye," "Five o'clock In the
Morning" and "The Lass That Loved a

Sailor."
I have not heard another singer I >'

liked as well as him. I once heard
Brlgnoll with an opera company In Toronto,and I also heard Pol Planqon
there. If I had a chance now to choose
among the same singers I would choose
Wambold, and I would listen to PlanQon
before either ISdouard do Reszke the
Polo or Charles Bantley the Englishman,both of whom I havo heard, Santley
at Covent Garden, London, and De
iteszxo at tiio Metropolitan, new tors.

The best female voice I ever heard was f
that of Etelka Garster.

I saw Lillian Russell when she was

young and at Pastor's Broadway house.
I thought her pretty, that's about all.

John Dcnrar.
Perth Akmt, N. J., December 31.

With the San Francisco Minstrels.
To Tub New York Herald: In answerto a question let me say the San

Francisco Minstrels gave their show
directly opposite the Metropolitan Hotel.
The minstrel firm was made up of Burch.
Bernard, Wambold and Backus. They *

all used to stop Rt the Metropolitan.
I remember when I was a kid that I

went to a San Francisco Minstrels mat-
ln£e at which there were only six or
eight in the audience. They asked us
to come down Into the front rows and
th'n told Jokes on one another. i

Walter M. Dickson.
scranton, Pa., December 31.

Private Concert by Dare Wambold.
To Thh New YonK Herald: I was a

Dalesman at 557 and 559 Broadway In
1873 and 1874. A caffi located near bv
on Prince street had a rear room when;
favored patrons were served. Hera one

afternoon, assembled with four of hie
rriTias, wamooid Hang for them. I do
not recall the piece but was charmed
with his voice and manner. I* H. I* ,
New Rochelle, December 31.

So! Smith Russell's Sonir of Honor.
To The New York Herald: I recall

having heard Sol Smith Russell sin* the
ditty with the line 'It you want honey,
then you want money" In his "April
Weather" or "Poor Relation."

W. C. For.
New York, December SI.

A Mustache Cup. ,

It, Is Carefully Guarded for Special
Occasions.

To Tub New Yor.ic TIerald: Titers Is
at least one mustache cup in New
York. It was purchased over thirty
years ago for my daughter to (five to /
her father. The decorations are blr?
and silver on very fine china.

I retired It to the closet shelf years
ago to pave It from the fate of ihs
predecessors. Jt is now used only for
special occasions. It was used on

Christmas day for after dinner coffu"
and created quite a little amusement
around the table.

It Is again retired to the safety of
the shelf. E. TC. B.
New York, December 31. «

Mhrso Henry.
To The New Tonic Herald: How did

"Marse IlcnrY" originate as applied to
Henry Wntterson? J. R. 8.

Helma, Ala., December 29.

Bees for Central Park.
Recipe From Colorado for Turning

It Into a Garden of Eden.
To Tun new York Hctau>: From 1

time to time we hear complaint* of condition*In Central Park. While reading
a Colorado paper I came neroaa an

article on bee*. The concluding para-
graph seems to contain a solution of f
the troubles that exist In the park and
one easy of accomplishment. Here is
tltn paragraph:

Central Park, New York, Is one of the
most emphatic Illustrations extant of the
absence of bees. It has become practicallytreeless, granules* and Powerless.
It is absolutely useless for ths authoritiesto Import soli, reseod soli and replanttrees In ths park. Pees would
make Central Park another Carder of
Eden, with new trees, grasses and
flosrars.

.Tamis F. DowtnmiT.
rrcnmovn Hitx, December *1.

Reckoning the Cost.
frost Ihe ffnrritMirg PufHof.

Pens cackle after laying eggs because they
know the price *» pay.
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